
This yearôs annual meeting was held in 

Nashua NH at the Radisson Nashua Hotel on 

June 14, 15, and 16.  

     An exciting program covered a number of 

different topics beginning with our Monday 

All -Day Workshops.  Gerri Hall of the Cleve-

land Clinic addressed the ever-evolving Anti-

biotic Susceptibility Updates. With publica-

tion of the new CLSI Guidelines this year 

microbiologists were eager to hear how they 

might fine tune their testing and learn of the 

changes due to growing resistance amongst 

microorganisms. Also presenting that day was 

Dan Wiedbrauk of Warde Medical Laboratory 

with a  lively presentation on Molecular tech-

niques for the Microbiology Lab. Technolo-

gists learned whether to implement molecular 

methods and to what extent. Our third work-

shop for the day focused entirely on Mycol-

ogy with Sarah K. Zimmerman of the Lahey 

Clinic. Sarah impressed upon bench techs the 

importance of, and ease in which, mycology 

can be brought back into the clinical labora-

tory.  

    Our traditional Wine & Cheese Reception 

was held on Monday  afternoon from 4:30 to 

6:00 PM. This free event allowed participants 

to meet with exhibitors and discuss state of the 

art methods, devices, test kits, and instrumen-

tation available today. 

     Following the Reception a one-hour Key-

note Address featured Dr. Phil Lee who spoke 

on plague in a talk entitled ñ Black Death: 

Historic Perspective and Relevance in To-

dayôs Worldò. 

     Tuesday and Wednesday were filled with 

General Sessions. Tuesdayôs topics included 

synopses of the workshop topics from the day 

before, case studies, a talk on Intestinal Proto-

zoa with Judy Heelan, and Brucella case stud-

ies with Dr. Phil Lee.  

     Tuesday evening we offered an off-site 

dinner lecture at the Country Tavern in 

Nashua. We were pleased to have Dr. Roger 

Barrette from the Plum Island Animal Disease 

Center in New York, who spoke on Metage-

nomics and how it will aid in the future identi-

fication and diagnosis of  infectious diseases.  

     On Wednesday General Sessions examined 

topics such as the significance of Coag-

Negative Staph with Dr. John Branda of Mas-

sachusetts General Hospital. At a time when 

Lyme Disease and co infections spread by the 

infamous deer tick are getting more and more 

prevalent, we had Dr Sam Donta presenting an 

update on the current status of this problem. 

Dr Sheldon Campbell  explored the value of 

laboratory testing for tickborne illnesses in a 

very enlightening and humorous talk. Judy 

Heelan presented an update on Intestinal Pro-

tozoa. A Case studies panel followed featuring 

Dr.  Donta, Dr. Campbell, and Judy Heelan. 

Rick Danforth of the Maine Public Health 

Laboratory  finished up the day with a talk on 

those bugs that we all studied but never be-

lieved weôd see. A true AHA moment! 
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